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Watch 1966 footage from Bandstand 13 WLWI Indianapolis 
 

Hear 15-second clips from each of the four songs on this album. 
 

Hear their music (1) (2) (3) (4) 
  

SIR WINSTON AND THE COMMONS 
 

 
 

The following is taken from the back cover of a 45 rpm record with 4 original songs of Sir Winston & The Commons recorded in 
1966-1967 by Soma 45 #1454 and Nauseating Butterfly! 45 #2207 and re-recorded under license from Simitar Entertainment, Inc. 
and Ron Matelic by Sundazed Music, Inc. in 1999. This verbatim text from the record cover is for the purpose of information only 
and intended for Northwest High School, Indianapolis graduates from classes in the 60’s. This website is not selling, or profiting, in 
any way from the publishing of this information. 
 
 
If any band personified the epic musical voyage of the 60’s it was Sir Winston & The Commons from 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Born in 1963 as a surf combo called the Suspicions, Ron Matelic, Don Basore, 
Herb Crawford, Joe Stout and John Medvescek rode each subsequent pop culture tsunami as it swept 
across America: from the English invasion and jangly folk-rock to snotty garage and sitar-laced 
psychedelia. 
 
Changing their name to Sir Winston & The Commons in 1964 at the urging of Bob Kelly, their booking 
agent, the boys adopted fake English accents for a brief period while playing weekly fraternity keggers at 
Indiana and Purdue Universities. “Some could do the accent and some couldn’t,” chuckles Matelic. “We 
told people we were from different parts of England. But, then we’d run into guys we went to school with, 
so we said, “forget this.” 
 
Matelic relied on the late night radio signal of WBZ out of Boston to pick up on the hottest new tunes 
weeks before his peers, insuring Sir Winston continuous bookings at teenclubs sprouting up all over 
“Naptown,” like the Whiteland Barn, the Flame Club, the House of Sound and the Westlake Beach Club 
(with an indoor swimming pool and a detachable roof). “There was a club in every corner of town,” recalls 
Matelic, whose band competed for gigs with the Boys Next Door, the Idle Few, Sounds Unlimited and the 
Dawn Five. 
 

http://www.northwest67.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkzNemAuSOU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkzNemAuSOU
http://www.northwest67.com/SirWinston/NotintheSpiritofIndia.mp3
http://www.northwest67.com/SirWinston/WereGonnaLove.mp3
http://www.northwest67.com/SirWinston/ComeBackAgain.mp3
http://www.northwest67.com/SirWinston/OneLastChance.mp3


Sir Winston’s new booker, Sonny Hobbs, convinced them to concentrate on original material, which soon 
garnered a single on Soma Records out of Minneapolis. “We never actually met the Soma people,” insists 
Matelic. “They sent us to Columbia Studios in Chicago to record that single. Herb and I both had fuzz-
boxes, so ‘We’re Gonna Love’ was inspired by ‘Satisfaction.’ The other side, ‘Come Back,’ we tried to 
make sound like the Beatles’ ‘Things We Said Today’” 

 
The crowning achievement of Sir Winston’s career must have been “Not The Spirit of India,” a subtle yet 
peppery ragout from 1967, released on their own label, Nauseating Butterfly! “Herb thought of the label 
name,” smiles Matelic, the Frisco thing had hit: combine any adjective with any noun.” 
 
Recording aside, Matelic alleges the most fun the group ever had was on periodic incursions into 
Chicago. “We’d charter two buses to take all our family and friends down there to see us play at The 
Cellar.” The band’s ultimate kudo may also have come from that Chi-Town nitery, considering it was 
frequented by the Shadows of Knight and Saturday’s Children. “Everybody there thought we were really 
weird,” says Matelic, still proud of the backhanded compliment. 
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